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Abstract  

 

We have typically segregated systems into Standalone Systems and Systems of Systems (SoS). 

This was certainly accurate in the early days of SoS. But as our world becomes hyper-connected 

- both within enterprises and across enterprises - more of our system problems are starting to take 

on the characteristics of systems-of-systems and fewer of them can truly be considered to stand 

on their own. So, what if we started thinking about all systems as if they were systems of 

systems? What would be the downside, what would be the upside, and how could we make it 

work? This keynote looks at that basic question in proposing system-of-systems as an 

overarching paradigm for systems engineering. 
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