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Abstract  
 
Mission engineering is the deliberate planning, analyzing, organizing, and integrating of current 
and emerging operational and system capabilities to achieve desired warfighting mission effects. 
Mission engineering considers the end to-end-mission as the “system” in which individual 
systems are components. It goes beyond just sharing data to consider functions and the strategy 
for trades, tools, cross-cutting functions, and other aspects of developing a system or system of 
systems. 
 
ODASD(SE) hosted a series of roundtables with engineers from the Services, DoD agencies, and 
industry to share mission engineering questions and develop recommendations for the 
acquisition community. This brief presents the results of these exchanges, including challenges 
and issues the group identified as well as potential benefits, outcomes, and recommendations to 
improve mission engineering in defense acquisition.  
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